
 

 

COFFS HARBOUR ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

INCORPORATED 
 

MINUTES AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

MINUTES OF  FEBRUARY MONTHLY MEETING HELD 

AT BOAMBEE HALL, MONDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2012 AT 

7:00pm. 
 

PRESENT:   8 members and 4 visitors. 

 

MEETING OPENED: 7:05pm with President, Win Howard in the chair. 

 

APOLOGIES: Peter Black 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: adopted as circulated by e-mail.  

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:  Nil 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

IN: 

1. From our Credit Union; bank statement for July-December. 

2. From Museum Victoria advertising a new book, “The Great Melbourne 

Telescope.” Details can be found at their website 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/about/books-and-journals/books/history-

and-technology/new-releases/the-great-melbourne-telescope/  

3. From musica viva international advertising a music tour with an 

astronomical touch. This is a Canadian group who play classical music 

while being backed up with photos from the Hubble Scope. The tour visits 

Sydney and Brisbane (and other major venues) in early to mid-March. 

Details at http://www.musicaviva.com.au/whatson/international-concert-

season-2012/artists-touring/tafelmusik . 

4. From Extravision Australia advising of, “A rare chance to obtain genuine 

Celestron telescopes and accessories at bargain prices”. Their website is 

http://www.extravision.com.au/ but when I went to that site I could not 
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find Celestron gear. On the 4-page brochure provided the contact number 

is 07 3393 9384 and the e-mail contact is sales@extravision.com.au .  

OUT: To Coffs Advocate newspaper advising them of the updated directions to 

our meeting venue. (The service station that we meet near is no longer Mobil.) 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Nil 

 

 

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS: 

1. From Terry Gill 

a. On New Year’s Day Terry again observed the sought after “X on the 

Moon”. This is an arrangement of crater rims that look like an upper 

case “X”, when viewed while the sun is at a particular angle just 

before first quarter moon. The “X” is only visible for a few hours each 

lunar cycle. The next time to look for this feature will be on 1 March. 

Look on the line of the shadow near the middle of the moon. 

b. There is a new section in the Astronomy 2012 book that is a 

considerable timesaver for amateur observers like us. On pages 90-94 

there is a section called Hours of Darkness. If you look up the date that 

you may wish to observe, it will tell you the hours of the day when the 

sun is well down and the moon will not be bright enough to 

significantly affect observations. This saves the time involved in 

looking up three separate sections of the book and collating the results. 

c. Terry showed a number of photos that he took recently on a trip to the 

ACT. The topics were Mount Stromlo observatory, nine years after the 

devastating fire and Tidbinbilla deep space tracking station. Many of 

the people present at the meeting had not been to these places and got 

a taste of what they are about. 

2. From Win Howard: a local dentist has a 14 inch Celestron telescope for sale. 

This is a serious piece of equipment. Anyone interested please contact Win. 

3. From Brett Connolly: The book, “A Grand and Bold Thing” by Ann K 

Finkbeiner, is highly recommended. It sells for around $28 and details can be 

found at http://books.simonandschuster.com.au/Grand-and-Bold-Thing/Ann-

K-Finkbeiner/9781416552161 . 

 

REPORTS FROM THE PRESIDENT: (this material is collected from the internet 

each month and presented in an edited form). 
1. Four separate telescopes in Chile have been optically linked so that they operate 

as a single telescope. Previous attempt to achieve this have failed. This successful 

test means that scientific work can now start using a reflecting telescope with an 

effective mirror 130m in diameter. Details of how this wonderful result in 

interferometry was achieved can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-

environment-16869022 . 

2. Another planet has been found that could support life. It is about 22 light years 

from earth and orbits a star named GJ 666C in Scorpio. This star is part of a 
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three-star system and is an M-class dwarf star. Those interested can read the 

Sydney Morning Herald article on it at http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-

tech/gj-667cc-fourth-planet-that-could-support-life-found-20120203-1qw53.html 

. 

3. The $2.5 billion Square Kilometre Array telescope (that has been reported often 

in these minutes) is very close to announcing where it will be located. The two 

alternatives are Australia and South Africa. The decision was to be made in 

January but as of yesterday (18 February) it had still not been announced. For 

those who are not familiar with this great radio telescope project, the Australian 

website is http://www.ska.gov.au/Pages/BrianBoyle%27s2012SKAUpdate.aspx 

and the Herald article from yesterday is at 

http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-tech/lastditch-push-for-25bn-radio-

telescope-deal-20120217-1ter4.html . 

4. For students of time there has been a momentous decision recently. Due to the 

slight difference between the earth’s actual rotation and atomic clocks a thing 

called the “Leap Second” was first introduced in 1972. This is an occasional, 

extra second added to world time. The next planned second to be added is in 30 

June this year. There was a proposal to abolish the leap second. How bad 

would that be? After incredible international argument and discussion it has been 

decided to defer the decision to abolish or not until 2015. We can all rest easier 

now. If there is anyone other than me interested in this then information about the 

leap second can be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_second . 

 

CLOSURE AND FUTURE MEETING TIMES: 

The next monthly meeting will be Monday 5 March, again at Boambee Hall at 7:00pm, 

all members and interested persons are encouraged to attend.   

 

Meeting closed at 8:15pm. 

 

VIEWING 

The sky was largely cloudy but at least it was not raining. There were a few gaps in the 

clouds and we were able to observe the moon, Jupiter, Orion and a few other celestial 

wonders before the clouds fully covered the sky. There was an Iridium flare that we were 

looking for at 9:07:36pm but the cloud was too thick in the area of the sky where it would 

have been visible. 

 

Terry GILL 

Secretary 

http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-tech/gj-667cc-fourth-planet-that-could-support-life-found-20120203-1qw53.html
http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-tech/gj-667cc-fourth-planet-that-could-support-life-found-20120203-1qw53.html
http://www.ska.gov.au/Pages/BrianBoyle%27s2012SKAUpdate.aspx
http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-tech/lastditch-push-for-25bn-radio-telescope-deal-20120217-1ter4.html
http://www.smh.com.au/technology/sci-tech/lastditch-push-for-25bn-radio-telescope-deal-20120217-1ter4.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_second

